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Fifth Month 
 
Mon., 5/28, 11:00  Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Remembrance, followed by 
a pot-luck picnic. 
 
Sixth Month  
       
Sun., 6/3,  10:00  Forum - film ‗Searching for Peace in the Mideast.ô  Barbara Bien, 
facilitator  
 11:00      Meeting for Worship, 1st Day School 
           12:00     1st Day School Program; picnic lunch (see further details in this 
newsletter) 

  
Sat., 6/9, 9:00 am -3:00 pm  Silent Retreat, simple lunch 
Sun., 6/10, 9:30 am    Quakerism class - Silence & Witness:  Topic – Nurturing the 
Inward Life    
           10:30     Opening Exercises - Singing 

11:00     Meeting for Worship, child care 
Sun., 6/17,    9:30 am    Monthly Meeting for Business  

           11:00     Meeting for Worship, child care 
 
Sun., 6/24,  9:30 am    Bible Study – Amos 
           10:30      Opening Exercises - Singing 
           11:00      Meeting for Worship, child care 
 
Seventh Month 2007 
 
Sun., 7/1  

11:00     Meeting for Worship, child care 
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The Newsletter of the  
Gunpowder Friends Meeting of the Religious Society 

Of Friends 
14934 Priceville Road, P.O. Box 737, Sparks, MD 21152-0737 

Phone 410-472-4583   
Website:  <gunpowder.quaker.org> - Alan Schmaljohn, manager 

Email for Newsletter Submissions: 
Donna Smith ddscrs@mindspring.com   410-785-5915 

 
OFFICERS 

     Amy Schmaljohn, Clerk   410-374-9073 
     Robert Heaton, Asst. Clerk    410-666-0833 
     Andrew Passmore, Treasurer  410-771-4029 
     Anita Langford, Asst. Treasurer  410-560-3595 
     Rebecca Richards, Recording Clerk  410-426-3818 
     Sharon Daily, Asst. Recording Clerk  410-472-9229 
     Ann Heaton, Recorder   410-666-0833 

 
COMMITTEE CLERKS 

 
     Linda Davis, Ministry and Counsel  410-252-4154 
     Donna Smith, Overseers   410-785-5915 
     Anna Brown, Trustees   410-319-9565 
     Susan Rudy, Finance   410-661-4790 
     Sharon Daily, Property   410-472-9229 
     Pat Passmore, Nominating   410-771-4029 
     Mandy Hudson, Convener, Firstday School 410-472-0004 
     Joan Holloway, Hospitality   410-692-6070 
     Tina Rives, Library    410-472-4077 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 

Quotation of the Month 
 The practice of Quaker worship has a 
strength which goes far beyond the simple act 
of sitting in an unprogrammed meeting.  It 
defines a community of believers and the way 
they understand the bond that exists between 
them. It gives expression to their sense of the 
indescribable holiness of God. 
  John Punshon in Encounter with Silence 

 

mailto:ddscrs@mindspring.com
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From the Clerk's Desk 
 

A pair of Carolina Wrens took up residence in my greenhouse this spring.  They 
built their nest behind a row of tools I rely upon each year to get the garden ready for 
planting and rendered those tools—indeed, the entire greenhouse—off limits for 
whatever purposes I intended.   What first presented itself as a disruption, however, 
soon became a daily blessing.  I looked forward to seeing the Wrens on their nest, felt 
great delight when the nestlings first hatched, and shared in the Wren-parent joy as the 
fledglings took wing.  

 
In another part of the garden—high in the treetops behind the house—I can now 

hear the telltale call of the Scarlet Tanager.  I look forward to seeing these brilliant birds 
each spring as they migrate northward, but it seems that this year I will have to be 
content with knowing their presence through sound rather than sight.  In the front 
garden, our bluebird box that housed a reliable nesting pair for the past three years now 
has new residents:  chickadees.   

 
Reflecting on these spring bird encounters, I realize that I have been offered 

some wonderful lessons about how the spirit works in my life.  Like the Wrens, God‘s 
presence is sometimes a disruption:  I can choose to be irritated when my plans are 
thwarted or my path changed, or I can ask what has come into my life through this 
unexpected opening. Like the Tanagers, God‘s presence is not always ―visible.‖ If I 
remain faithful, however, I learn that I may be receiving an invitation to experience the 
spirit in another way. And like the chickadees, God‘s presence may be revealed in an 
entirely different form than I had expected.  I need to realize that I have just as much to 
learn from chickadees as I do from bluebirds.   
    Amy Schmaljohn 
 

*     *     * 
Sixth Query:  Home and Family 

Do you make your home a place of affection where God's presence is felt?  Do 
you practice family prayer?  Do you share your deepest beliefs and interests with all in 
the family?  Do you grow together through sharing prosperity and adversity?  Can you 
keep a sense of humor and avoid taking yourself too seriously?  Do you establish family 
standards including the mutual obligations of children and adults? 

Are you as children learning to be accountable for your own actions?  Do you as 
parents help your children to grow in independence and responsibility?  Do you 
consider the needs of grandparents and older members of the family circle? 

Advices:  Home Life - Living With Self and Others  Friends have a loving concern for 
the varieties of… domestic living situations in which individuals have made long-term 
commitments to each other and in which a caring, sharing, supportive relationship can 
grow. We are all called to make our primary relationships responsible, loving, mutually 
enabling, and spiritually enriching.  
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 The efforts of making a home should be shared with tender regard for the needs 
and abilities of all members and appreciation for their unique contributions. As we strive 
to create the peaceable kingdom at home we need to be particularly careful about anger 
and its expression. Stressful situations should be addressed openly and lovingly. Anger 
is an index of our discontent that needs to be heeded and carefully channeled…. 
 
 We need to be mindful of those who, for any reason, live alone. While such 
individuals often live rich, full lives and contribute much to others, they need particularly 
to be included in all aspects of the Meeting, for frequently the Meeting is their family.  

Raising Children  

 Friends should take responsibility for family planning… Thoughtful decisions 
either to have or not to have children should be accepted and supported by the Meeting.  

 As children acquire much by imitation and absorption, family members should 
watch carefully their own words and actions…. Children tend to become what is 
expected of them; they are susceptible to the influences of their surroundings, and early 
impressions are most lasting. Therefore, love and mutual respect in the home are vital.  
We should seek to discover and nourish that of God in each child and to foster the 
child's own talents and leadings.  

 Self-discipline is the foundation on which character is built…Love, consideration, 
service and the acceptance of responsibility form a basis for ordered and satisfying 
family relationships…. Children should be taught early to speak and listen to God in 
their own way. Understanding and acceptance of meeting for worship can come to 
children early in life through attendance and parental participation. Full appreciation 
may come later, but uplifting reading, religious discussion and quiet waiting upon the 
Spirit can be practiced early.  

 The resources of the Meeting can be important for families undergoing crises. 
Friends should be particularly mindful of the needs of children who are experiencing 
pain or loss….The resilience of the Meeting as a nurturing community encompassing 
many generations supports each of us throughout the many stages of our lives.  

*     *     * 
Gunpowder Friends Meeting 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting for Worship  
with a Concern for Business 

20th Fifth Month, 2007 
 
 Monthly Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Business began at 9:33 a.m. 
with a period of silent worship.  There were 10 members and attenders present.  In the 
absence of Clerk Amy Schmaljohn, Assistant Clerk Robert Heaton presided.  Anna 
Brown served as Recording Clerk pro tem. 

 
1. Nominating Committee:  Committee Clerk Priscilla (Pat) Passmore circulated a list 
of 17 committee and officer nominees who had been presented for first reading on 15th 
Fourth Month.  Pat‘s list also showed six new nominees who agreed to service after 
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4/15.  Friends decided that the combined list of new and renewed appointments 
presented on 4/15 and 5/20 should be held over for approval at the 6/17 Meeting.  The 
new and renewed nominees are: 
 

Nominations for Officers and Committees to serve 
7-1-07 to 7-1-08  Laid over for approval until 6/17/07 

Submitted by Pat Passmore, Clerk of the  
Nominating Committee 5-20-07 

 
Property, Steve Rives 2007, Wayne Hudson 2010 
Finance, Susan Rudy 2010, Anita Langford 2010, Mary Mills 2010, Kevin Moreno 2010 
Firstday School, Sharon Daily 2010 
Hospitality, Eric Watts 2008, Marie Stacy 2008, Kim Moreno 2010, Barbara Bien 2010 
Library, Esther Hearn 2010 
Ministry and Counsel, Linda Davis 2010, Rebecca Richards 2010, Steve Rives 2010 
Nominating, Anita Langford 2010  
Overseers, Robert Heaton 2010, Mandy Hudson 2010, Alan Schmaljohn 2010, Esther 
Hearn 2010 
 
Clerk, Amy Schmaljohn 
Assistant Clerk, Robert Heaton, who requests replacement ASAP 
Recording Clerk, Rebecca Richards 
Assistant Recording Clerk, Sharon Daily  
Assistant Treasurer, Anita Langford  
 
Andy Passmore is remaining as treasurer, but would like to find someone to replace 
him during the next year. 
 
The Nominating Committee was commended for its efforts, and appreciation was 
expressed. 
 
2. Chesapeake Quarterly Meeting  is scheduled at Gunpowder on 6/10/07.  Ann 
Heaton, Joan Holloway, and Jean Wilson comprise the ad hoc Planning Committee.  
Ann reported that Sylvia Graves, the Executive Director of Friends United Meeting 
[FUM], will be the guest speaker.  She will talk about current programs at FUM, and will 
also be open to discuss the organization of FUM and issues of concern.  A full schedule 
of events will appear in the Newsletter.  A catered lunch will be provided.  We are asked 
to supply muffins and coffee cake for a continental breakfast, as well as desserts for 
lunch.  Help is also needed with parking, and with the children‘s programs coordinated 
by Sharon Daily and Christine Huxtable.  Signup sheets for these opportunities are 
posted in the library.  During Ann‘s absence from 5/26 to 6/12, Jean Wilson will manage 
the plans. 
 
3. Peace and Social Order:  Following up on his suggestion made at the 4/15 Meeting 
that we produce a minute of opposition to the death penalty, Alan Schmaljohn has 
drafted and submitted to the Meeting proposed text for such a minute.  It was decided to 
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discuss Alan‘s proposal today in a forum setting in the West Room between Meeting for 
Business and Meeting for Worship.  Marshall Sutton said he hopes that we can find a 
way to approve a minute prior to Quarterly Meeting, perhaps during specially called 
Business Meetings following Worship on 5/27 and/or 6/3.  Then, if Quarterly Meeting 
approved, the minute could be brought before Yearly Meeting in 8th Month.  Other 
Friends expressed doubt that events can move that rapidly.  However we should 
definitely alert other meetings in the Quarter that Gunpowder Friends Meeting is 
considering such a minute, and suggest that they do the same, with an eye to inducing 
BYM to adopt such a minute at the 2008 session. 
 
4. First Day School: No report. 
 
5. Use of the Meetinghouse Request:  Pat and Andy Passmore would like to host the 
Model A Club of Greater Baltimore for an ice cream social on 7/21/07.  Approved. 
 
6. Other Business:  Treasurer / Trustee Andy Passmore reported that all of our 
investment funds ($479,866.34) have been transferred to the Friends Fiduciary Corp. 
[FFC]. Andy noted that the socially conscious investment policy of this company not 
only avoids the usual negatives, but it also seeks out investment prospects who 
demonstrate proactive social responsibility.  FFC will furnish easily understood quarterly 
reports to the Clerk, the Clerk of Trustees, and the Treasurer.  They will not take major 
action on a client‘s investment without seeing a minute from the client‘s Business 
Meeting reflecting approval of the action.  Andy is very pleased with this new 
relationship.  Andy was commended for his efforts and diligence in completing this 
transfer so expeditiously. 
 
7. Announcements:  A Meeting for Worship with a Concern for Remembrance will be 
held on Memorial Day, 5/28/07, at 11:00, followed by a pot-luck picnic. 
 
There were no matters of RECORD. 
 
Following a period of worship, the meeting concluded at 10:25 with ten members and 
attenders present. 
 
Robert Heaton, Assistant Clerk 
Anna Brown, Recording Clerk pro tem 

*     *     * 
Spiritual Formation Program (SFP) 

 An all-Meeting picnic at Gunpowder Meeting will take place Thurs., June 21, 6:00 
pm. 
 Come for the fun (children welcome) and to find out a little more about SFP. 

*     *     * 
GUNPOWDER BASEBALL OUTING 

 Jonathan Huxtable and Bob Heaton are planning a trip to York for a 7:05 game of 
a new baseball team - The 
York Revolution vs. arch-rival Lancaster on Friday, 7/13.  
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 If you are interested in joining the fun, contact Bob or Jonathan.  We may or may 
not buy tickets in advance.  Mark the date, make your plans, and let us know of 
your interest.  This excursion will be a Home Run! 
 
Chesapeake Quarterly Meeting at Gunpowder 6/10/07 
Schedule 

9:00 to 9:30       Social gathering with refreshments 

9:30 to 10:45     FRIENDS UNITED MEETING presented 

  by Sylvia Graves 

11:00 to 12:00   Meeting for Worship 

12:15 to 1:15     Catered Lunch with homemade desserts 

1:15 to 2:45       Business Meeting 
 
Friends United Meeting [FUM] has many ministries (act- 
ivities) that it does on behalf of member Yearly Meetings, Monthly Meetings and individuals.  
These include work in Belize, Cuba, Jamaica, Ramallah 
(Palestine) and Africa. Sylvia will discuss the ministries  
and include pictures of each site. She also will be  
happy to discuss the structure and operations of FUM.  
Sylvia Graves has served as General Secretary of  
Friends United Meeting since March of 2006.  She is a 
member of West Newton Friends in Indianapolis. 
                             Everyone Come ! 
          Families are encouraged to attend.  Child care  
and children's programs will be held during the morning 
 program and Meeting for Worship from 9:30 to 12:00 and 
 during Business Meeting from 1:15 to 2:45. 
 We need your RSVP to Amy Schmaljohn. 
 

*     *     * 
PROPOSED MINUTE IN OPPOSITION  

TO THE DEATH PENALTY  
Submitted by Alan Schmaljohn 

 
We call for an end to the practice known as Capital Punishment in the United States of 
America and its jurisdictions, adjusting state and federal laws as necessary to bring 
such change while maintaining a just and safe society.  We of the Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) have a longstanding testimony against execution as a manner of 
punishment, having discerned individually, collectively, and through our reading of 
sacred texts that such killing is inconsistent with both Christian and Universalist values.  
Moreover, we discern execution of prisoners in the 21st century to be a civil archaism 
not required for public safety, and a punishment that cannot be administered justly or 
inerrantly by our legal system.  We do not underestimate the grievousness of some 
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crimes or the underlying antisocial impulses of some persons, and we accept that 
extraordinary criminals must be permanently isolated from any opportunity to inflict 
further harm.  We also acknowledge the deep emotional pain inflicted on individuals and 
society by heinous crimes, and we seek paths toward healing.  With the elimination of 
Capital Punishment, we anticipate careful revisions of laws as needed to harmonize 
sentencing and the safe handling of violent prisoners in ways appropriate for an 
ascendant society that has learned there are alternatives to killing.  
 

*     *     * 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting (BYM) 

 Faith and Practice is available online at the BYM website. 
 

2007 BYM Intervisitation Program 
Õ    Do you have an interest in other yearly meetings? 
Õ   Do you have a desire to meet and get to know more Friends? 
Õ   Can you share your experiences of the life and work of Baltimore Yearly Meeting 

with other Friends? 
Õ   Can you listen in love to Friends with whom you have differences as well as 

similarities? 
 
If these questions interest you, you may have a leading to be a visitor. Information is on 
the Gunpowder Meeting literature table. 
 
June 1-3  Second Quaker Conference on Torture at Guilford College 
June 2 Work Weekend – Opequon Quaker Camp  
June 3 Listening Session with a focus on the BYM youth program, Adelphi Friends 
Meeting 
June 16 Interim Meeting – Dunnings Creek Monthly Meeting, Fishertown, PA 
June 25 BYM Annual Session Early Registration Deadline 
July 31 ï August 5 Baltimore Yearly Meeting Annual Session ñNurturing the 
Seeds of Hopeò will be held at Frostburg State University. See www.bym-rsf.org.  
 
Contact information: 
Riley Robinson, General Secretary 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting 
gensec@bym-rsf.org 
 

*     *     * 
First Day School Committee 

 Please join the First Day School Students and their families for an end of year 
celebration as we wrap up this year's study of historical Quaker figures.  At the rise of 
Meeting, the students will begin their presentation 
by sharing some of their own words about Friends such as George Fox, Margaret Fell, 
Levi Coffin and others.  
  After sharing about each of their lives and singing a song or two, you will be 
invited to take a walk through 

http://www.bym-rfs.org/
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our "Friends of the Past Museum" (in the FDS classroom!) where the children will share 
with you their creative projects.  If you know a bit about these Friends from our past, 
please come and share what you know with us.  And if you don't... well, listen to the 
stories, look at the artwork, and learn lots from all that the FDS students have to share! 
 
Our presentation will be followed by a picnic lunch (potluck sign up to be sent by email) 
and dessert provided by the Hospitality Committee (ice cream and strawberries.) 

*     *     * 
Quakerism  Class         

 Some thoughts on prayer from the book, 
Silence and Witness by Michael Birkel, the book we are currently reading in the 
Quakerism discussion group:   Two writings on prayer have been especially 
influential among Friends: Testament of Devotion by Thomas Kelly and A Guide to True 
Peace.  Both speak of an ongoing prayer throughout the day, a prayer of inward silence 
wherein the soul, abstracted from all outward things, in holy stillness, humble reverence 
and lively faith, waits patiently to feel the Divine presence, and to receive the precious 
influence of the Holy Spirit.  Both books have suggestions of how to begin and continue 
this life of prayer in our own lives.   All are invited to attend the Quakerism discussion 
group.  We share experiences from our tradition as well as those of our own.  You do 
not need to read the book ahead of time.  

*     *     * 
Friends Committee on National Legislation 

FCNL concerns:   
 U.S. nuclear buildup: a return to Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD)?  The U.S. 
moves away from nuclear arms control treaties.  New nuclear warheads jeopardize 
international nonproliferation efforts. 
 
 Immigration: What to Watch for in Senate Debate 
  Iran: Talks and Threats 
 Iraq: Negotiations and Withdrawal 
  Indian Health Care Improvement Act Passes Senate 
Committee 
 
 Grassroots Action: Attend events with your members of Congress during 
Memorial Day Recess 

*     *     * 
 

Forum 
 June 3, 10 am  We will view together the film ‗Searching for Peace in the 
Mideast.ô  Barbara Bien will facilitate. 

Edith Ballard 
 Edith Ballard, of Homewood Friends Meeting, one of our participants the past few 
years in Spiritual Formation, died  on May 2, 2007. 

*     *     * 
Gathering of Conservative Friends 
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Hosted by Keystone Fellowship Monthly Meeting 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania,  6/22–24/07 
Registration Information is on the Gunpowder Meeting literature table.  Please come 
and  invite interested Friends. Contact Virginia Schurman. 

*     *     * 
from the QuakerBooks website (Friends Gen'l Conf.) 

 Quaker Press of FGC publishes resources that nurture meetings and individual 
Friends. Quaker history, biography, early Quaker writings, devotionals, reflective 
essays, fiction and memoirs speak to Friends‘ living ministry. Quaker Press supports 
leadership and community-building through resources on Quaker faith and practice, 
worship, clerking, and outreach. Curricula for adults and youth offer opportunities for 
group study of the Quaker faith and testimonies—including the life and message of 
Jesus as found in the Bible and guidance on how to incorporate our faith in our daily 
lives. 
 

Directory for Traveling Friends by FGC 
UP-TO-DATE EDITION PUBLISHED EVERY THREE MONTHS! A wonderful way to 
travel and meet new Friends. Hospitality listings for Quakers worldwide are open to 
Friends and attenders traveling with a letter of introduction from their home meetings. 
Quaker Press of FGC. Paper $20.00  
 


